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The United Church of Rowayton Mission Statement 
 

We are a Christian community, dedicated to welcoming all who seek 
a relationship with God, to sharing God’s Word and love, 

and to nurturing all in their journey of faith. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Open and Affirming Statement 

The United Church of Rowayton is an open and affirming congregation of the United 
Church of Christ, which renews and strengthens its commitment to advocate justice 
and equality for all people. Therefore, led by God’s Spirit and with consideration of 
our brothers and sisters in faith, we declare that we welcome, respect and care for 
people of every gender, race, ethnicity, gender identity, sexual orientation, age, 
marital status, economic circumstance, and physical and mental ability into the 
worship, rites and sacraments, fellowship, and leadership of our church. We 
recognize and love each and every individual as a child of God. With God’s grace we 
therefore covenant to grow and practice a unity of faith that transcends our 
differences and celebrates our lives.  
 

   
Ministers to the Community: The Congregation 

Senior Pastor:  John Livingston   Founding Pastor: Donald W. Emig 
        Director of Music:  Marsha Hall  Children’s Choir Director:  Judi Livingston 

Director of Christian Education:  Val Harden 
Director of Communications:  Bill Peltz 

Office Manager:  Kris Jenkins       
Treasurer and Business Manager:  Bill Sarr 

Assistant Treasurer: Lou Froelich 
          Premier Property Management:  Dileep Chandran 
Office Hours:  Tuesday through Friday 9:00am – 3:00pm 

210 Rowayton Avenue, Rowayton, CT  06853 
Telephone:  866-1415     Fax: 838-2067     Website: ucrowayton.org 

E-Mail: john, kris, billsarr, billpeltz, lou or christianed@ucrowayton.org 
Marsha Hall: mjharmony@aol.com    Judi Livingston: jliving53@aol.com 
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THE UNITED CHURCH OF ROWAYTON 
69th Annual Meeting, February 21, 2021 

 
                                                     OFFICERS FOR 2021 

 
Moderator Gehr Brown 
Clerk Bill Peltz 
General Treasurer Bill Sarr 
Assistant Treasurer Lou Froelich 
Business Manager Bill Sarr 
 
 
 

 
STATISTICAL REPORT 

 
 
Total Adult Members on rolls as of December 31, 2019 371 
 
Inactive Members Removed from Church Records During 2020 0 
 
Transfers Out During 2020 0 
 
Members Deceased 7 
 
Members Received During 2020 0 
 
Confirmands Received in 2020 0  
 
Adult Members on rolls as of December 31, 2020 364 
 
Baptisms 6 
Weddings 2 
Funeral and Memorial Services                                            1 
 
 

Members and Friends who have died in 2020 
  

William A. Tyrell 
Jean Ely 

Greg Errgong-Weider 
Michael Poler 
Myrtle Eleck 

Trish Spurgeon 
Patricia Rowan 

John Grasso 
Thomas Glover 

Joan Ward 
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I ended my Message on February 2, 2020, the morning of our Annual Meeting, with these 
words: The writer Steve Maraboli, in his book  Life, the Truth, and Being Free-writes:  
  
When a new day begins, dare to smile gratefully.  
When there is darkness, dare to be the first to shine a light.  
When there is injustice, dare to be the first to speak out against it.  
When something seems difficult, dare to do it anyway.  
When life seems to beat you down, dare to fight back.  
When there seems to be no hope, dare to find some.  
When you’re feeling tired, dare to keep going.  
When times are tough, dare to reach out for help.  
When love hurts you, dare to love again.  
When someone is hurting, dare to help them heal.  
When another is lost, dare to help them find the way.  
When a friend falls, dare to be the first to extend a hand.  
When you feel great, dare to help someone else feel great too.  
When the day has ended, dare to feel as you’ve done your best.  
Dare to be the best you can –  
At all times, Dare to be!   
  
I did not know at that time just how daring we would need to be during the year 2020.  
  
During this past year, the COVID-19 pandemic turned our lives upside down and changed not just 
the way we live and work and worship but also how we think and behave. Every part of the world 
has been affected, and every aspect of life has been impacted. On March 30, 2020, in one of my 
coronavirus update letters, I wrote these words:  
 
“These continue to be difficult, stressful and very challenging times for us all. As we follow the 
recently announced Federal guidelines, all The United Church of Rowayton facilities; including the 
Meeting House and the House of Worship; the playground and parking lot will be closed 
until further notice. We will keep you updated as we move through this unsettling time.”    
“Unsettling time” was a gross understatement! Our everyday routines were brought to a stop, and 
any sense of normalcy was lost. As I look back on 2020 I believe, there are five life lessons to take 
away from this year.  
 

1. This world is interconnected. We often think of each country as a separate entity and being 
very different from one another. Within a few months of the virus first being identified, the 
virus spread to nearly every country, and a global pandemic was declared. Despite the 
differences and distance between places, we are battling the same virus and having the same 
struggles. It’s a reminder of just how our world economy and society are interconnected on 
many levels, including supply chains, communications, technology, and travel.  

2. Humans are social creatures, and we need social interaction and human contact. The 
COVID-19 pandemic has shown us the importance of social interaction and human contact 
within almost every aspect of our lives, including education, employment, entertainment, 
recreation and certainly how we worship and function as a Family of Faith. Efforts to reduce 
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the spread of the virus, including physical distancing, quarantine, and stay-at-home orders, 
have prompted and exacerbated social isolation and loneliness. I had 12 wedding 
celebrations postponed including Michael and Melissa’s wedding. We have not been able 
to properly honor, remember, and celebrate the lives of our loved ones who have died during 
this time. In so many ways, this pandemic has made me realize how much I miss social 
interaction and being with the people of our church and things as simple as a hug or coffee 
with a friend.  

 
3. Humans are adaptive, and life is more flexible than we think. The pandemic has been a 

time of extraordinary change, and we have had to rapidly change and adapt to the evolving 
situation. Many individuals have lost jobs and have been forced to find creative ways to pay 
the bills. Many others began working from home.  Schools turned online with virtual 
learning. Many physicians started offering telemedicine. This pandemic has been a 
testament to just how resilient we are as humans and our ability to be flexible and creative in 
the face of uncertainty. Our Family of Faith needed to act quickly back 
in March and we started to offer virtual worship services. This was new for us and we 
began an exciting adventure as we planned from week to week. Bill Peltz, our new 
Communications Director, has been such a valuable resource as he has been producing each 
service and Marsha Hall has been providing and organizing beautiful music since March 
15 through the Advent/Christmas season. These services will continue into the new 
year. Still another way of adapting, the members of our Board of Christian Outreach have 
been offering creative ways for us to continue to reach out and help others with the Drive-by 
food and gift drives, such an important part of our ministry. This is a living example of the 
fourth life lesson.   

 
4. There is goodness and humanity, even in the darkness.  At the start of the pandemic, 

there was a shortage of personal protective equipment (PPE) among hospitals and health 
care facilities, and many health care workers were reusing the same disposable mask for 
days or weeks at a time. Immediately, community members gathered together to procure 
masks, 3D print face shields, and hand sew masks and scrub caps for health care workers. 
Restaurants were donating food to hospital workers and first responders. Many of our 
members have been bringing groceries to the elderly and calling others just to stay in 
touch. These acts of kindness are living proof that The United Church 
of Rowayton continues to be an agent of God’s grace, goodness and light, even in the 
darkest times.  

 
5. Life is precious. Be grateful for what we have. As we continued facing all the challenges 

brought upon us by the coronavirus, I faced a personal challenge that has forced me to re-
think my priorities and remember how precious life is. On October 8th I suffered a stroke 
which caused paralysis to the left side of my body. I was hospitalized for two weeks and 
since coming home, I have been working daily to increase my strength. This 
recovery journey including physical and occupational therapy will take time, hard work, and 
patience. The pandemic and the stroke have made me appreciate so many things in life – 
things I had often taken for granted. I am grateful for my family, Judi, Kelly, Samantha, 
Jules, Michael, Melissa, Luca, Everly and my brother, Sky. They have kept me going and 
focused when I get discouraged and weak. Judi has been my strength and we are both so 
grateful for all the cards and prayers that we have received from our Family of 
Faith. Michael has been amazing, on my behalf, working with and communicating 
with the leadership of our church who have provided the support and time that I need 
to focus on my rehab. Our Moderator, Gehr Brown and Anne Campbell, Chair of our Board 
of Deacons have been a tremendous source of comfort and fortitude, not only to me but to 
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our entire Family of Faith. Our staff has been tremendous working through the pandemic 
and supporting me. Kris Jenkins, keeps the operations of the office going strong, 
communicating with our Family of Faith and she has been a tremendous help to me in the 
office making needed adjustments so that I can function more easily. Even though it has 
been so frustrating and disappointing to have cancelled so many 2020 planned programs and 
activities, Marsha Hall, Val Harden, Judi Livingston, and Bill Peltz are keeping, to the best 
of their ability, our Music, Christian Education and Communications programs vibrant as we 
anticipate moving into 2021. Dileep Chandran is working diligently maintaining our 
facilities, including refurbishing the pews. Bill Sarr, assisted by Lou Froelich is sustaining 
the financial and business aspects of the church. Bill recently became our Business Manager 
following Lou’s retirement. When we are back together for worship we will 
personally thank and honor Lou for his many years of service.  We are so blessed to have 
such a talented, dedicated and devoted staff!  

  
This year the pandemic and my stroke have made me re-evaluate my life and assess my priorities 
and served as a reminder of how precious life is and how much we all need to appreciate life.  
  
As we move into 2021 our theme is Building on a Strong Foundation! I do believe with all my 
heart that we will be together again in 2021 sharing an even stronger ministry. What a celebration 
we will have when we are back together in our House of Worship!  
  
In time, we will reflect upon 2020 and realize how much we learned: This world is 
interconnected; Humans are social creatures, and we need social interaction and human 
contact; Humans are adaptive, and life is more flexible than we think; There is goodness and 
humanity, even in the darkness; and Life is precious. Be grateful for what we have.  
  
I love you. I miss you. Keep me in your prayers. You are in mine. And remember these words from 
the scriptures. . .  
  

  
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged,  

for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go  
                                                                                                                                       Joshua 1:9  

  
  

With much gratitude and love,  
  

                        John   
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FROM THE LAY LEADER 

What can be said about the year 2020 that has not already been said? The year 2019 had its issues 
and challenges but nothing compared to what we individually and collectively have had to deal with 
this year. Covid-19 changed our world and we still await a return to a “new normal.” 

The year started well enough but in March we found it necessary to curtail any in-person activities 
and close our Church buildings. Fortunately, we had the people and financial resources to transition 
to weekly virtual services posted to our website. For this, we are grateful to Bill Peltz who took the 
ball and ran with it—producing beautiful services incorporating Pastor John's messages, scripture 
readings, music coordinated by Marsha Hall and marvelous photographic images. 

Pastor John put together a “Revision” committee. The committee met several times, developed 
protocols for the time when we could return to in-person worship and kept monitoring Covid-19 
developments. A survey of members of the congregation pretty much confirmed that there was a lot 
of reluctance to return to in-person services—even with all the protocols for safety. The summer 
and fall services were inspiring with Pastor John and Bill using a variety of outdoor locations. 

The cessation of in-person services did give the Board of Household Concerns an opportunity to 
complete a number of needed maintenance and other projects: sanding, cleaning and re-staining of 
the pews, a new playground fence, tree and shrub removal and plantings in Emig Park and sanding 
and re-staining of exterior woodwork on the sanctuary. Kate Davies developed a landscaping plan 
not only for Emig Park but for the rest of the Church grounds as well—and this project will 
continue in the spring. We welcomed Bill Sarr as our new Business Manager & Treasurer and were 
pleased that Lou Froelich, after 16 years in that position, agreed to stay on as Assistant Treasurer. 
We also formalized the Church's relationship with Bill Peltz as Communications Director. 

We were all shocked when Pastor John experienced a stroke in October. We all had faith that Pastor 
John would recover but knew that it would take time. The Board of Deacons, chaired by Anne 
Campbell, secured the services of Reverend Tom Lilly (as recommended by Pastor John) for the 
Sundays prior to advent and Tom filled in admirably. Who of us will forget Pastor John and 
Reverend Tom singing duets during service? 

I would like to thank all members of Council and our Boards and Committees for their time and 
effort during this most difficult year. Special thanks to our Office Manager, Kris Jenkins, for 
keeping administrative order during all this chaos. 

I will close with a message of hope, although I don't know the source: “So while we are in the midst 
of suffering, we should look to Him, not only to give us strength, but to give us patience and the 
ability to endure. Better things are yet to come”. 

With much gratitude and appreciation, 

Gehr Brown, Lay Leader/Moderator 
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BOARD OF HOUSEHOLD CONCERNS 
 

The Board of Household Concerns is responsible for all aspects of the Church’s finances including 
the setting of budgets, revenue and support, expense monitoring, overseeing the Church’s 
endowment and other invested funds, and maintaining the Church’s physical property, plant and 
equipment. Committees and Sub-committees that report to the Board of Household Concerns 
include: Investments, Stewardship and Property, Plant and Equipment. 

BUDGET: The Church’s revenue budget for 2020 was $517,400. Actual revenue was $526,350 
including $440,072 in pledge contributions versus a 2020 Vision goal of $400,000. Also included in 
revenue was the proceeds of $48,500 that we received from the government’s Paycheck Protection 
Program; these proceeds offset shortfalls in rental income and plate contributions. Actual expenses 
for 2019 were $494,533. No transfers from the endowment were necessary. Despite the disruptions 
caused by the pandemic, the Church had a very good year financially. 

STEWARDSHIP: The stewardship campaign for 2021 began in November 2019 with a goal of 
$400,000. Pledged contributions typically represent 80% of the Church’s annual revenues. We 
count on each and every family to participate on whatever level is appropriate for their situation. 
The theme for this year’s campaign is Building on a Strong Foundation. Needless to say, if you 
have not made your pledge for 2020, please do so now! 

INVESTMENTS: The Church relies on our Investment Committee (Jim Clark, Geoff Beringer, 
Mallory Close, and Charlie McIlvaine) to oversee our investment portfolio. The majority of the 
portfolio is invested with United Church Funds that produces competitive returns while focusing on 
socially responsible investments. 

Investment results increased again by 9% from 2019 not including net deposits. The investment 
portfolio increased to $2,664,511 at 12/31/2020 from $2,446,000 at 12/31/2019.  

PROPERTY, PLANT & EQUIPMENT:   
 

Some of the major projects undertaken in 2020 included: 

1) All the pews were re-stained. 

2) The lower exterior trim of the Sanctuary was re-stained. In 2021 we will have the trim leading up 
to and containing the stained glass treated as well. 

3) Emig Park was planted with native grasses. 

4) The fence around the Nursery School playground was replaced and treated with preservative so it 
will last. 

5) Trees were pruned and dead trees removed. 

Many thanks to Dileep for all his work in looking after our property during this difficult time. 
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We owe a deep Thank You to Lou Froelich who retired as Business Manager after many years of 
service. Lou will stay on as Assistant Treasurer, assisting Bill Sarr who has taken over the 
combined jobs of Business manager and Treasurer. 

I would like to thank our entire board for their service this past year: Bob Eydt, Kate Davies, Pete 
Ludwig, Mario Manna and Alan Mayer. We also thank Michael Livingston for his input and 
participation the last few months. 

Our board could not function without the constant assistance and input from Business Manager and 
Treasurer Bill Sarr, Assistant Treasurer Lou Froelich, Moderator Gehr Brown and, of course, Pastor 
John Livingston whose perspective and counsel is truly appreciated. 

Lastly, it is the generosity of YOU the Congregation that allows the Board of Household Concerns 
to maintain and improve the property, plant, facilities, investments and general operations of The 
United Church of Rowayton. Thank you for your generosity! 

The Board of Household Concerns can only succeed if it has members with a variety of skills and 
talent. If you have a gift to offer our board, please let us know!! 

 
Respectfully, 
 
R. Patrick Steele 
Board Chair 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
2020 FINANCIAL SECRETARY REPORT 

 
Total Receipts (as of December 31, 2020) 
 
Pledges Paid $326,262 
Unpledged Contributions, Plate, Church School 3,738 
Rentals 30,635 
Fundraisers 134 
 
Total $360,769 
 
2020 Pledges paid in 2019 $111,225 
Endowment Income 0 
 
Grand Total $471,994 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
as of December 31, 2020 

 
 December 31, 2020 
Bank Balances  
Fairfield County Checking  120,091  
Fairfield County Money 
Market  89,657  
Ameriprise Financial  40,253  
Total  250,001  

  
Benevolence Checking  
  Deacon's Fund  9,800  
  Outreach  9,256  
  Mission Trip  125  
  Sabbatical  10,426  
Total  29,607  

  
Capital Checking  
  Capital  299  
  Emig Fund  1,200  
  Lois Paul Fund  10,000  
  Memorial Funds  3,835  
Total  15,334  

  
Flower Fund  7,203  
Memorial Garden Checking  3,262  

  

Schwab Unrestricted  310,214  

Schwab Restricted  95,092  

Schwab Investment  15,626  

Schwab Memorial Garden  34,795  

Total  455,727  
  

Grand Total  761,133  
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BOARD OF DEACONS 
 

The United Church of Rowayton’s Bylaws charge the Board of Deacons with the general 
supervision of the church and public and special worship services.  In addition to serving as Co-
Deacons of the Month, each Deacon is available to support Pastor Livingston’s work in nurturing 
the spiritual growth of the Congregation as a whole, and persons on an individual, one-on-one basis.  
 
In 2020, the following members served as Deacons: George Albano, Rob Ayala, Anne Campbell, 
Sue Guarcello, Frank Jenkins, Des McLaughlin, Neville Peltz, Chris Sabol, Lisa Sandstrom, Jody 
Sattler, Roger Wachnicki and Meg Warren.  During 2020, the Board of Deacons formally met a 
total of seven times, principally via ZOOM.   
 
Due to the rapid spread of the Covid-19 Pandemic, in mid-March 2020, UCR suspended for an 
indefinite period in-person Sunday worship services, and all indoor meetings, religious instruction, 
and choir rehearsals, in accordance with the Governor of Connecticut’s Executive Order of 
Emergency and guidelines put forth by the Southern New England Conference of the United 
Church of Christ.   
 
William Peltz, a member of the Church’s Communications Committee quickly stepped up in March 
on a voluntary basis to research, purchase the necessary equipment, software, and broadcast 
licensing for the video “virtual” Sunday services and provided technical assistance for ZOOM 
meetings for the Board of Deacons (and other groups), which allowed UCR to quickly start up 
“virtual” Sunday worship services, and certain time-sensitive religious and administrative work of 
our Church.  The Deacons are especially grateful to UCR member William Peltz, for his 
enthusiastic, selfless, boundless service to UCR in making Sunday services happen.  
 
The Pandemic and video-streamed Sunday services did not deter our Church’s expression of faith 
and spirituality through music.  The Deacons are most grateful to our Music Director Marsha Hall 
and the Adult Choir for their anthems, performed live and in previous recordings played during our 
virtual services; to the Senior Bell Choir; and the Children’s Choir lead by Judi Livingston.  We 
continued to be blessed with gifts of special music from guest instrumentalists and the voices of 
members of our family of faith who performed solos and duets. 
 
The Board of Deacons also wish to thank the Altar Committee who each Sunday for services held in 
the Sanctuary provided altar flowers, beautiful holiday floral displays, and tend to the permanent 
plantings in the Sanctuary that lifted our spirits and provided a sense of continuity.  We continue to 
be grateful to the Prayer Shawl Group for creating literal expressions of warmth in baptismal and 
adult shawls especially important during this unprecedented year.  We are grateful to the Caregiving 
Ministry and the group that prepares healthy “comfort food” meals for our seniors for their 
important, selfless, and discreet work.   
 
Although the Pandemic waged on, in September, the Board of Deacons sent out two times surveys 
to all UCR members to assess the congregation’s willingness and desire to return to in-person 
worship services in the Sanctuary, subject to specific protocol developed by the Church’s Revision 
Committee in July.  Based on the responses received, the Board of Deacons decided to continue to 
conduct services on-line and revisit this question in early 2021.   
 
 
In September, led by Deacon Lisa Sandstrom, congregants were invited to submit personal 
messages of gratitude to Pastor John for October 11th’s Pastor Appreciation Sunday.  Not 
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surprisingly, the response was overwhelming.  The resulting “Gratitude Book” and a few small 
“comfort” gifts were presented to Pastor John that Sunday while he was recuperating in the Hospital 
from his recent stroke.   
 
During Pastor John’s initial recuperation, the Congregation was fortunate to have Judi Livingston 
and Michael Livingston to lead us in Sunday worship services prepared by Pastor John in October.  
UCR’s traditional Blessing of the Animals was held on October 27th.  During November, the 
Reverend Tom Lilly, Director of Spiritual Services at the Waveny Health Care Network led us in 
Sunday Services with inspiring readings and messages.  We are grateful to Reverend Tom for 
stepping in on very short notice while Pastor John was recuperating. 
 
In December, we were gifted by the return of Pastor John to lead us in Sunday services.  Committed 
to maintaining UCR’s Advent traditions, the Deacons worked with Pastor John, administrative staff, 
the Altar Committee and Bill Peltz to have the outdoor spruce tree alit with lights and wreaths hung; 
the weekly lighting of the Advent wreath by members of the Congregation;  and offered a weekly 
program of Advent Meditations lead by Deacons Lisa Sandstrom, Neville Peltz and Rob Ayala 
using selections from the writings of Henri Nouwen, related scripture, and suggestions for personal 
actions for the season.  The Deacons were honored to perform readings of prayers and scripture 
during Sunday Advent worship.  We are thankful for the special efforts of the Bell Choir, the Junior 
Choir, and previously recorded Anthems and Solos performed by the Senior Choir and special 
guests; Bill Peltz’s work in compiling a photomontage of past Living Nativity Sundays; and Skye 
Livingston’s sharing once again his composition, It’s Christmastime during the Christmas Eve 
Service.   
 
The Board of Deacons looks forward to resuming in-person worship in the New Year once it is safe 
to do so.  We are honored to continue to serve Pastor Livingston in his work and each congregant in 
2021 and remain committed to supporting all in their faith journey.   
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Anne Campbell, Chair 
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YCAREGIVING MINISTRYY 
*Dedicated to listening and keeping in touch* 

 
 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Caregiving Ministry of The United Church of Rowayton is dedicated to utilizing its spiritual 
gifts in a shared ministry that provides for the well-being of God’s people. Caregivers are caring 
Christian friends who listen, understand, accept, and pray for and with care receivers who are 
experiencing the joys and sorrows of life. 

******************************************************************************** 

Rosalyn Carter said “There are only four kinds of people in the world - those who have been 
caregivers - those who are currently caregivers - those who will be caregivers, and those who will 
need a caregiver. 

We are so thankful for the following Caregivers. They are a blessing to everyone they touch. The 
current group includes: Diane Albano, Joanne Brown. Stephanie Close, Ann DiLeone, Debbie 
Douglas, Petrea Poler, Graham Powell, Lynne Pratt, Caroline Robinson, Marcia Smith, Patrick 
Steele, Shawn Sullivan, Donna Wachnicki and Roger Wachnicki. 

This past year has certainly been a challenging year for everyone. Our dedicated caregivers continue 
to reach out and minister to the church family. Plans were underway for hosting our next luncheon, 
for care receivers and others, when the coronavirus halted our plans. Caroline Robinson and her 
Caregiving By Cooking group were disappointed, but we look forward to when we can all meet 
again. 

****All of our work is strictly confidential**** 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joanne Brown and Ann DiLeone 
Co-chairpersons 
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MUSIC DEPARTMENT  

 
The Music Department at the United Church of Rowayton was hit hard this year with 
a pandemic silencing our voices for in person singing.  March 8 was the last time the 
choir sang in Church.  We were preparing special music for Lent and Easter and we 
were unable to perform.  The bell choir and Children's choir also were unable to 
gather to sing and ring. 
 
We began virtual services and continue with weekly services featuring various 
recordings of the choir in past years.  It is a joy to hear them but truly miss the 

excitement of rehearsal and Sunday worship.  The Adult handbell group met for several weeks in 
the Meeting House, masked and socially distanced.  It was so good to be together and make some 
music.  Their music making has been featured on several of the Virtual services. 
 
Even the children gathered with masks to sing and sign Silent Night for our virtual Christmas Eve 
service.  It was a joy to see them and know that tradition remains important to them and their 
parents. 
 
Music for the last eight months has featured solo instrumentalists, including harp, marimba, steel 
drums, flute, solo vocals, duets.  The services have also featured organ and hymn singing.  It is a far 
cry from in person voices but is for now a safe alternative.   
 
It is my hope that next year's annual report will be all about gathering, rehearsing, singing and 
ringing for a full congregation eager to be back in our House of Worship. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Marsha Hall 
Director of Music 
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ALTAR COMMITTEE           

The Altar Committee was able to continue to provide floral arrangements for the altar, enhancing 
the videos of the services which we could not attend in person during so much of this pandemic 
year. The regular weekly arrangements are a joyful opportunity not only for our committee 
members to express their interests and talents with the lilies of the field, but also for members of the 
congregation and more distant friends to make donations for memorials for loved ones or to 
celebrate happy events. 

Our more extensive decorating dates, Easter, Harvest, and Christmas, were limited almost entirely 
to smaller outside displays. In past years we have built traditions of surrounding the altar area and 
the several entrances with the bright colors and graceful forms of flowers and plants. This year we 
felt it was important that passing traffic see that the Church was actively celebrating the seasons. 
For Easter we again decorated the outside Cross with spring flowers. In the fall we moved our 
Harvest display out to the front lawn. For Advent and Christmas there were 17 wreaths on all the 
doors to the Sanctuary and Meeting House, plus the large wreath behind the pulpit, and the beautiful 
Advent wreath with candles which in recent years has been Kathy Draper's particular effort. We 
reduced our usual outlay for poinsettias to just the few which would be visible in the video. 

The Altar Committee also usually would provide the carnations for Mother's Day. We take care of 
the green plants in the planter, a job which Stephanie Close has taken on for the last several years. 

Our funding comes entirely from donations to our separate account. We do not receive any funding 
from the annual church budget. 

Perhaps the most significant happening this year, although it seems to have happened almost 
invisibly, is the partial retirement of the primary architect of so much of the beautiful decoration of 
our Sanctuary: June Strubinger. June has steadily led the waves of changing volunteers who have 
come and gone over the years. She generously shares her extensive knowledge of handling delicate 
flowers, her contacts in the professional world of florists, and the products of her own amazing 
garden. She remembers everything, and finds gentle ways to bring us up to her very high standard, 
and the whole Church should stand up and cheer. 

The committee members are: Stephanie Close, Kate Davies, Kathy Draper, Lynne Pratt, Caroline 
Robinson, Kathy Siever, June Strubinger and Bev Viele. 

 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 Kate Davies
 Altar Committee Chairperson 
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN OUTREACH 
 

 
MISSION & PURPOSE 

	

The	 mission	 of	 the	 Board	 of	 Christian	
Outreach	 is	 to	 improve	 the	 lives	 of	 those	 in	
need	 in	 the	 greater	 Norwalk	 area	 with	 love	
and	 compassion.	 	 It	 accomplishes	 this	
primarily	by	benevolently	disbursing	funds	to	
agencies	and	individuals,	offering	mission	and	
service	 programs,	 holding	 drives	 and	
collections,	 and	 providing	 educational	
opportunities	and	information	for	our	Family	
of	Faith.		It	can	extend	its	impact	worldwide	by	
participating	 in	 programs	 approved	 by	 this	
Board.	

BENEVOLENCE - ALLOCATIONS 
	

BOCO	allocated	$45,900	to	23	agencies,	the	majority	
of	which	were	Norwalk-based.		In	addition,	material	
evaluated	at	$9,971.20	was	donated	to	drives.	
	
Children/Education:													27.38%	
	
Food,	Material	&	Shelter:					33.06%	
	
Health:																																							17.90%	
	
Human	Rights																										11.63%	
	
Social	Welfare																												9.84%	
	
Other:																																														.23%	
	
	
	

	
	
 

	
	

EMIG FUND 
	

The	Emig	Fund	was	new	in	2019.		It	is	a	special	fund	to	
be	used	to	allocate	grants	of	up	to	$10,000	each	year	
to	local	agencies	and	individuals	in	support	of	special	
projects	that	fall	within	BOCO’s	mission	and	purpose.		
This	fund	is	independent	from	BOCO’s	annual	budget.	
	
Due	to	the	pandemic	this	year,	BOCO	was	unable	to	
meet	based	on	the	procedures	created	for	the	
administration	of	the	Emig	Fund	Grant	program.		We	
are	hopeful	we	can	resume	the	grant	this	year.			
 
 
 

We, the 2020 Board of Christian Outreach, thank you for 
supporting our activities this year.  
 
Board:	Patty	Genuario,	Kristen	Nilsen,	Ginny	
Pitman,	Sarah	Ritchey,	Carolyn	Snyder	
	
Laura	O’Brien	
(Chair) 
 

EDUCATION 

OUTREACH 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DRIVES & COLLECTIONS 
Due to the pandemic, 2020 was the year of 
drive-thru Drives and no Collections.    We held 
six drives this year vs 10 in 2019.  This resulted 
in an approximate decrease of 13% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	

 
 
 
 
 
 

Updated Volunteers Opportunities 

Due to the pandemic this past 
year there was no Volunteer Fair. 

Due to the pandemic, Open Door 
Shelter had to pause in-person 
volunteering in March 2020.  
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BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
 

Dear Family of Faith and lifelong learners, 
 
2020 kicked off with great enthusiasm and high hopes for the year. The Sunday School teaching 
calendar was nearly completely filled-in for every class through the month of May thanks to 18 
volunteer teachers, some new and some experienced, which is incredible! Anchors events were in 
the works. Child-care during services ran smoothly under the direction of Emily Zerega. New 
BOCE members were eager to jump in and get involved. 
 
The BOCE sponsored a bountiful Fellowship Hour on February 2nd. 
The Anchors Valentine Cookie Bake Off took place on February 12th.  Sarah Whitman, one of our 
new BOCE member, provided supplies and Brian Muro from the New York Bakery and Deli came 
to coach the Anchors on their baking and decorating skills.  
The Anchors met again for the Ash Wednesday service and shared pizza as we discussed the 
meaning of the Lenten Season. . . 
 
. . .and then we had to take a pause in March to process the impact of the pandemic and determine 
how we would proceed with Christian education going forward.  
 
Through virtual technology:  

• The Anchors were able to meet and check in 
• The BOCE members met 
• Teacher Appreciation was prerecorded for Sunday service June 4th  

 
The Church School and Anchors messages/lessons transitioned from in-person instruction to Letters 
to the Families twice monthly. Please continue to be on the look out for these and share the material 
with the children while we pause from in-person Sunday School instruction and Anchor meetings.  
 
The BOCE continues to look for innovative ways to engage the Anchors during this period of social 
distancing and virtual interaction. Student screen fatigue and in-person meeting limitations have 
definitely impacted this program. If you have suggestions and/or a desire to volunteer as an Anchor 
mentor/leader please let us know. 
 
Your involvement in the Christian Education program is vital and we appreciate your continued 
support and effort! We especially thank you for picking up the instruction where we left off in 
March. By watching each Sunday worship service together and pairing it with the Christian 
Education lesson material provided for you, you are instrumental in strengthening the faith 
experience within your family….and that is so critical especially these days. 
 
Our heartfelt thanks also go out to Pastor John, the Deacons, and the Council for their leadership 
and support, guiding our Church Family through these unprecedented circumstances. 
 
Kris, Bill Peltz, Bill Sarr, Lou, Dileep, Emily and all the volunteers - Your work is invaluable! 
 
With gratitude,   
Val Harden Director of Christian Education, Brian Anderson BOCE Chair, Veronica Ponce 
Lamendola, Emma Sykes, Sarah Sykes, Leslie Borum, Alison Graham, Sarah Whitman, and also 
Sue Guarcello, Jessica Knowles, and Joe Warren who transitioned off the BOCE in 2020. 
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LAY DELEGATE TO THE 

SOUTHERN NEW ENGLAND CONFERENCE  
OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST  

AND TO THE FAIRFIELD WEST ASSOCIATION 
 
 
A primary responsibility of a Delegate is to attend annual meetings of the Conference and 
Association and to bring back relevant and helpful information to share with appropriate people and 
departments in our church.  Because of COVID-19, live gatherings could not be held; nevertheless, 
both the Conference and Association accomplished much through the use of virtual meetings.   
 
This year, Connecticut joined Massachusetts and Rhode Island to form the Southern New England 
Conference.  Much of the year was spent identifying needs and defining staff positions, and in 
September, Rev. Darrell Goodwin was elected to be the first Executive Conference Minister. 
 
 

Bill Peltz 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
 

The Memorial Committee has received gifts for the year of 2020 in memory of the following: 
 

Dieta Smilancsky 
Michael Poler 
Myrtle Eleck 
        

Respectfully submitted, 
Lois Froelich 
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MEMORIAL GARDEN COMMITTEE 
 
The Memorial Garden, is for past and present members of The United Church of Rowayton, and 
their immediate families: spouse, partner, siblings, children and parents.  
 
Applications for a reservation are available in the church office and online. Any member of the 
Memorial Garden Committee will be happy to answer any questions that may arise. 
 
In 2020 there was one new reservation and three interments. The Memorial Garden now has 264 
members, with 140 interments. With the current Garden configuration, there are 22 available spaces 
as of the end of 2020. 
 
All of the Memorial Garden funds have come from reservations of Church members and 
contributions specifically designated for the Garden. During the year the Memorial Garden 
transitioned the financial responsibility for maintenance and upkeep of the garden to the Church, 
while retaining oversight of the standards and style. 
 
The Memorial Garden Committee thanks our Church Family for their continued support for this 
beautiful project. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Jim Ackerly, Treasurer, and the committee. 
 

 
 
 

                                                                    
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

  
The Nominating Committee is responsible for enlisting the volunteer support of church members to 
serve on the various Boards and Committees that guide the operations of the United Church of 
Rowayton. 
 
The Committee also prepares an annual Proposed Slate of candidates for presentation and approval 
at the church Annual Meeting held each February. The members of the Committee wish to thank all 
those who currently serve and those who have agreed to serve new and extended terms. 
 
Due to the effects of Covid19 on all facets of our lives and especially due to the constraints the 
pandemic has placed on our Church’s activities the Council has approved a motion to ask current 
Board and Committee members to extend their existing terms by one year. 
 
The Committee welcomes all members of the congregation who wish to participate in service to our 
Church and Community. If you are interested and would like to serve or recommend someone for 
service, please contact one of the members listed below. 
 
Currently serving on the Nominating Committee are: Meggan Douglas, Veronica and Rob 
Lamendola, Tammy Langalis and Desmond McLaughlin. 
 
   

Respectfully submitted, 
Des McLaughlin 
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE  

  
The Social Committee supervised our Spring Barbecue on March 8, 2020.  The 
global pandemic has prevented any further fellowship gatherings.  We look 
forward to when we can plan gatherings when it is safe to do so. 
  
  

Respectfully submitted, 
Social Committee 

 
 

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS COMMITTEE 

 
 
At the 2020 Annual Meeting, I was elected Chair of the Public Relations Committee.  That spring, 
the Executive Council decided to terminate this committee and assigned its responsibilities to a new 
Communications Committee.  In November, I was hired to be the Communications Director.  Since 
my job description includes everything that the Public Relations and Communications Committees 
had done, those committees are no longer needed. 
 

Bill Peltz 
Communications Director  

 


